FAITH
" And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city.
" And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed; and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.
" And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.
cc And Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts ?
" For whether is easier to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee ; or to say, Arise, and walk ?
** But that ye may know that the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins (then saith he to the sick of the palsy), Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.
" And he arose, and departed to his house."
For he could tell that the man's soul was good whatever his body might have done. But how different it will be for the scribes and Pharisees. There can be no forgiveness there.
" That seeing they may see, and not perceive ; and hearing they may hear, and not understand ; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them."
Their souls would be worth little, even if they did repent, that is to say, become aware of their deficiencies. The deficiencies would remain. What a